
What's the Value of Your Home? It Depends on Who's 
Doing the Estimating 
If you're just dipping your toe into the real estate market, it can seem like there's an endless 
amount of things you need to do just to get your house listed! 

It's a huge step to take even if you're young, a first time buyer, or seasoned and looking for your 
luxurious next home.  

One of the top reasons homes sit on the market is because of their price. We're all tempted to get 
top dollar for our home because our budget for the next house could always benefit from being 
bigger, right? Or the memories and great times you've had in your home mean that it's surely 
worth more, right? 

The answer is: it depends. Some homes are surely worth more than the first valuation you 
receive, but going with a realtor simply because they give you a higher price isn't always the best 
option.  

It turns out that many houses end up sitting on the market or selling for below market value just 
because they were originally priced too high.  

So if you're counting on a home valuation tool or a realtor telling you that your home is worth 
thousands more than comparable homes in your neighborhood, keep reading to find out how to 
get the right answers and the right price for your home!  

Usaj Realty is a boutique real estate service in Downtown Denver. We love our area and finding 
great homes for our clients is our passion. That's why we keep up with our blog and wanted to 
tell you how to navigate your home value estimate to get the best price for your home to sell. 

Home values are always changing 

The tough part about the real estate market is that there's no set numbers. As we saw in 2007 and 
2008, changes can happen so suddenly that no one can always know beforehand 

The job of a good real estate agent is to help clients figure out market timing with insider 
knowledge of how homes are selling and have been selling over the course of the year.  

Now that we're at the end of 2016, the market is giving home buyers top dollar for their home as 
home values are the highest they have been in years. So what changes things in times like these? 

Weather can even change things! 

Even weather can change the value of your home! It's important to consider to specific climate of 
your area and how seasons effect thins.  



Home prices dropping in the winter is a common trend as there are fewer buyers willing to make 
a purchase (and move) when there's a foot of snow on the ground. But this doesn't mean that you 
should avoid selling during the winter at all. Instead, your real estate agent can read the market 
and come up with a plan to get you the best price.  

Ways to find your home's value 

When it comes to finding out your home value, you have a few options.   

Getting a real estate agency to take a look at your home and give you a price is one option. Like 
we said, you will want to make sure that your agency has a great record of getting their clients a 
sale with a good price!   

You could also use mainstream websites that give you the option of getting a home value 
estimate as they try and sell you on different listings in your area. Or you could the other home 
valuation tools found online and get your price that way. 

The problem is that many online home value estimate tools aren't as accurate as you think! 

Why? Because homes aren't a one-size-fits-all items. While your home may be a 2 bedroom 2 
bathroom residence, that doesn't mean that you don't have a leg up on your neighbors with a 
similar layout.  

Different things give your home bump in price that online tools may not be able to pick up. 
When you only go off of estimates like these, it's easy to make the mistake of putting your home 
on the market for much less than it's worth! 

What changes your home value?  

Like we mentioned earlier, there are plenty of things your home could have that some online 
tools can't pick up on. That's why they're not exactly the most accurate tool to come up with your 
final price (but absolutely go ahead and use them to get an initial idea before you get prices 
elsewhere!).  

Staging 

It's true that staging your home could make it sell faster and get you a bit more money. But you 
don't have to hire a specialist to help you out with this. 

Knowing the style trends and decluttering your home to show your home in the best light is a 
step in the right direction. Making small updates to your light fixtures, paint, kitchen, and bath 
can all help your home sell.  

Landscaping 



Landscaping is another place that homes can increase their value. If you have an overgrown 
garden, invest in shaping it up and planting some seasonal flowers! 

Curb appeal 

We all like a good makeover, so take a look at your house and consider whether or not a new 
coat of paint could spruce it up! If you have broken shutters or missing shingles, replacing these 
can make your home value increase.  

Charm 

Another aspect that online valuation tools can't take into consideration when giving you that 
estimate is the charm your home has. This is a loose term, but buyers do look for the qualities 
your home has when giving you an offer.  

If your home is ultra modern, or fashionably vintage, your price can change because your 
house really isn't like the others on the market in your area!  

Who should give your home value estimate 

Now that we've reviewed the changes that your home value estimate can undergo when using 
different tools, we want to give you our recommendation. 

Online tools are a great starting point for sellers that want to start building their expectations. 
You can check out comparable houses in your neighborhood, start looking for your next home, 
and get your first estimate all from the comfort of your couch! 

But be wary of these tools when coming up with your final price because they are not as accurate 
as they seem.  

To get the best and correct price for your home, seek professional help from someone with 
plenty of experience in getting their clients the best price!  

Let us help you 

When you're ready to put your home on the market, contact us!  

We've been helping clients in the Downtown Denver area since 2011, and it would be our 
pleasure to work with you.  

 


